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Ms. Eden “Bing” Alba, Philippine Catholic Lay Mission

(ILh 44 380)

Socio-Pastoral Care for Migrants
Is the Church response to the influx of foreigners coming to Japan to
find work <Part I>

The bubble economy of Japan in mid to late 80’s was the focal point of the
influx of foreigners coming to the country especially on the field of entertainment.
Not to mention other nationalities many young Filipino women came one after
the other to work in clubs as hostesses. Due to the kind of work they were in it
cannot be avoided to meet men and fell in love with. Thus, the increasing number
of Foreign wives to Japanese nationals.

Were you wondering why many Filipinos don’t come to Mass on Sundays?
Language barrier is just one of the reason. One big factor is, majority are not used
to go to Mass on Sundays because of inaccessibility. While it’s true that majority
of the Filipinos are Catholics, sad to say that we still lack of priests to serve the
faithful. According to our Catholic Directory based on geographical jurisdiction,
every parish has more or less 18,000 parishioners with only one priest. Thus, most
of the far-flung barangays don’t have access to regular Sunday Masses. Most of
these areas have Masses once a year only during their village’ patron saint’s feast
day of which since it a feast day there’s always an overflowing of food. Does it
make sense now why many are occasional Mass goers and usually only when there
is a party?

Aside from inaccessibility to Sunday Masses, we also lack of Catechists to take
care on Religious Education at school. Baptism is very important as a custom and
tradition, faith is only secondary especially for our young generation now. In my
time, mothers are our first catechist. While mothers nowadays don’t know how to
pray even the basic prayers. Thus, how can they teach their children to pray and its
importance in our lives as Christians? Much more the language barrier knowing
that children of bi-cultural marriages only speaks Japanese.

(to be coninued)
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