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No.20

Following Pope Francisco

Priest of Kokura Catholic church
Makoto Yamamoto

"Okkake" (a Japanese vogue word, which
means following a favorite person)

My “okkake” of Pope Francisco started since
March 13th, this year. Since, we can watch a broad
cast of Vatican, every 24 hours; we can also watch
same programs after watching live ones.

There are preaches of morning mass, prayer of
Angeras with pilgrimages in St.Petro Square, the
audiences every Wednesday, in the Square, (in Pau-
lo VI hall in winter time). In addition to such regu-
lar events, we can see irregular events and litur-
gies.

“Okkake” of Pope Francisco is “okkake” of Fran-
sisco of Assisi, and also “okkake” of Jesus Christ,
who walk further than two persons.

['The Year of Faith
The last Pope Benedict X VI, settled “The Year of
Faith”, from last Oct.11t to This Nov.24th .

"Think about the faith more deeply." After retire of
the last Pope, new Pope Francisco was elected.
He suggests to look again our faith by easy words.
He teaches hints to look again religious. Not only
teach, but also teach with showing his life. There

is Jesus Christ in a root of his life.

Jesus Christ
Whom we believe? Jesus Christ.
What of him, we believe? Being here, after his res-
urrection.
Where he is? In every persons, and inside gathered
friends, and churches.
How to know Jesus Christ? By listening his words,

and listening Lord, who speaks in silence.

Unchanged Church

We must pay attention the retire of last Pope Ben-
edict XVI, which was great news. It was said
that, "He was tired, then he retired." However, of
what he tired.

In Second Vatican Council, church firstly looked

again himself.

"Does mission work in modern world?", "Does
Gospel of saving of Jesus, transport to people?"
At last, church finds that church lives now! We
must transport Gospel now, however, it does not
transport. However, we tend to maintain "the past",
and church will not change.

Was last Pope tired of it?

Reason of the tiring was that, he did not see Jesus;
did not faces Jesus, did not to listen word of Jesus.
His action was out of focus. Being inveterate and
Egoistic.

Just such situation, new Pope Francisco emphasi-
zes, with his attitude, his life, etc.

Is Pope far from us?

We feel generally Pope, as a being which is far
from here, as upper on clouds. However, as the
time is changed, and we can know immediately
his acts, his words. Massages are also transpor-
ted toward all over the world. Unless we go to Vat-
ican, we can know his acts and words.

He just speaks, "I will preach in a spcae, even if
no one attends.

You should not waste to visit here, but you give
its money to poor person". Everything is began,

from listening.

% Actions and speeches of Pope Francisco, are an-

nounced by Home Page of Kokura Church.
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