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Do you know
that the current ‘Alien Registration Act’ of Japan is revised?

In 2009, the immigration law was revised and scheduled to be implemented in three
years. New systems introduced by the revision are going into effect in July 2012.

By this revision your current certificates of alien registration” are being abolished, and
you will be issued with “residence cards.” under the new system. This card will be given at
the regional immigration office when you renew your residence status. If your residence per-
1od dates longer than July 2012, current certificate is valid until the next renewal date as a
provisional residence card.

According to the revision, there is another important change: foreigner s residence cards.
Every Japanese citizen has family registration and residence card. Now that foreigner ‘s
residence card system is introduced, you need to submit the card whenever you apply for
employment, admission to school, and make procedure for driver s license, as all Japanese
citizens do.

Local governments get to prepare for the system in March next year. Their first job is the
confirmation of your residence. They send out mails to your registered address on your cer-
tificate. If you have moved from the reported address, the mail returns to the office. That
means you don’ t stay in Japan. Your registered and current address should be the same. If
your address is different from the registered one, you need to report the change right away,
or your residence status might be cancelled at the next renewal occasion. This is true for
permanent residents.

Short term residents whose stay terminates within three years will be given the new resi-
dence card at the next renewal time. However, permanent residents whose renewal is deci-
ded every seven years should receive residence cards in three years from July 2012 at the
immigration office. Current certificates of alien registration must be switched to residence
cards within three years.

After July 2012, when you change your address, you have to notify the local government
offices and submit reports of moving out and moving in within fourteen days. If you fail to
submit a notification of moving within the designated period, there is penalty: a fine of not
exceeding 200,000 yen or imprisonment of less than a year. If you fail to notify within 90
days, your status of residence will be revoked.

Two things you have to remind yourself now:

1. Make sure of your registered address is identical with your present address.
2. Let all your friends and relatives know about the revision of Immigration Act.
If you want to know more about the revision in detail, contact Mr. Iwamoto. He has
pamphlets of
Revised Immigration Act Q & A, English version, prepared by NGO All Japan Network

Kyushu Solidority Network Migrant Workers
Mitsuhiro Iwamoto
Phone: 090-8838-8595
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