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O O On
‘5 i Zan b & % o S ﬁ Differences between African Churches and Japanese Churches
G0 LRLE = Ugbor, Esther Nkiruka (Nigeria)
(5 mLrELa 2o B
o 7 21 = Z % 1A E ﬁ Ms. Ugbor, Esther Nkiruka, who is from Nigeria located in West Africa,
SIEANL a3 ’fé: DL #B | attends Mass at Daimyomachi Church. She wrote about the differences
'\‘ ]]\ 73,; Hé’ﬁ % {)L;(J Ljf ; 1= 5!'- I3 between African churches and Japanese churches (differences in the
Az 14 3 i@ ‘Zu'\?"l | | X I "5 | | usual Mass, Easter, and church community), and about the positive and
Y A W HE o, X difficult aspects of keeping her faith in Japan.
2 v
% % b 51]#0 é ° ( Differences between African Churches and Japanese Churches )
A Africa: The church has a long history; it came with European colonial
N\ Sttt M 1 &5 7= masters.
S ) 5 ﬁuj 29 H HIEE 4 Ej ¥ | Japan: The church equally has a long history, but faced persecution from
) - HE©%n S RE L H Japanese authorities who associated it with western colonialism.
[t ‘t}_‘ -@_— c
-7 [ rica: The church has extremely large population size. Christianity is one
Y 6tk E 5o & 9 g3 | Africa: The church has extremely | lat Christianit
y  9ELEE SN | of the major religions in Africa.
7 MNbiEse ! a . . .
, 1 BREIACHEL RO E Japan: The church has small population. Christianity is a minor religion in
-\- % g @”i%?gv g jg: Japan.
9 LozxZas> fé/ - 1 | ( Differences in Mass, Easter and church communities )
.L cEFH¥ FE L fgl H | Mass in Japan: It is usually quiet with hymns and songs deliver in Japanese
% 49 1 &+ 7 14 | and occasional English translations.
1A v A FE - BF | Mass in Africa: Vibrant worship style combined with energetic dancing,
, ) music, etc.
)9 E S N g X 28 N Easter in Japan: It is not a public holiday; it is observed by Japanese
‘/_ jE)L g ’f° f‘; ?’C g S EE' % Christians only.
1M =T U = % Eié > Easter in Africa: It is a public holiday in many African countries. Many
GO EiE /s n & African countries declare Good Friday and Easter Monday Public Holiday.
i) I:'a'?l 7“:‘;5 > ;;2 > % Church communities in Japan: They are more private; they provide
s g : - & . . . . .
\ I e i -;—o = community service programs for their members or marginalized groups
JozrozE ° 4 Rl
d ' — 2 2 T2 @<+t Church communities in Africa: They are more public; they build schools,
‘ g % E B ~ & g g ‘; health centers, or even participate in politics.
S =mS s nZ 3 I eg
ARG F A S - 7 W B2 ( Positive and Difficult Aspects of
{ "1 Maintaining my Faith in Japan )
‘r %= n iz > DB ;5 M Positive: | learn labout 'o’_cher
N FMMBH R _DORS5 cultures and inter-religious
QN & THARTYL tolerance.
¢ EE {/3; S 2 w2 HS ; 3': P Difficult: | face language barrier
N\ Hi 7~ TJ?Z % =3 ; Lad—5b and religious misunderstanding.
JHrEELH P b
,f%b)@éﬁ@tp;é:ébkﬁ
\ i 7;_ ﬁ 5 ; ?? iz Z 5695 g; My Hometown Church; Nsukka Enugu, Nigeria.
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