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3 EL % H% tLtj {?2 L woven into the cultural and social fabric :‘\r/‘gili%?sr\‘/?;ngigééat"’”
L U éﬁ £ ° of the community. Faith was always
shared openly, and the church was central to family and social life.
6 5 O 6 5 O O #= m 1 | Celebrations like Christmas, Easter, Feast of the Nativity of the
7 % w7 /;\ 5 7 30 ’% * B 7_; ‘11 Blessed Virgin Mary were joyous occasions marked by processions,
g g3 1 717 g yey 7?( :E %{ = IOEI) :E ’%‘ 9 hymns, and gatherings. The communal spirit of these events left a
£ F EER N & i s Y 4 ~ p | lasting impression on me.
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O7/kK > 7 0103B 18 M V% “é Since moving to Japan, | ve experienced a different way of living
33 | £ [+ =
9 ME j; R 9 I 2 =S Z ~ | out my faith. Christianity here is practiced by a much smaller
2 HEU 2 § X4 P = . o . . .
% 10 v 7 By iE Y/ | community, and faith is often more private and introspective. For
5 I Z 5 BH - ﬁg example, while the Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
I_S § é% 3 ;j; ?5( A | is also observed, the celebrations are quieter compared to India.
Public processions and large gatherings are rare, and the focus is
o 8 i 4y a & %7 m | Mmoreon personal reflection and prayer during church services.
7% 1 e 0= S mHisuU= . . : .
v H NS e 5o 3 | Lent, too, is observed differently. In India, Lent is a season of
=5 g %zz L 5 % 2 & & | communal activities, including the Stations of the Cross, fasting, and
% 2)_ ?Zﬁ 9 = E;gj JZ| t L/ j& .('_\ ’% charity. It is a time when the entire community comes together for
7212 W 7 % N ZE? * # H 5 8 | shared rituals and social engagements. In Japan, however, Lent is
°E 8 HH & D £ & | observed more individually. While church services and prayers are
% _15_ g ?‘_ﬁ @ Z'S g‘j g;} &b g;% | important, the emphasis is placed on personal reflection with fewer
D A 5 jé 19 ? AH 45 & 2K | communal events. (..continued)
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