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g P i2 3197 D ]EB l7i H l;z Eﬂt h =] =3 My path to religious life unfolded not through a sudden flash of light, but
COEIINEE Y iIEO© < ) i %m through a quiet, steadfast call that matured amid family complexities,
V9 31 . C 7= S g 5% distance, and sacrifice. It is a story marked by resistance, grace, and growing
> 2+ bk % KNIR KT H e I 1& || trust in a journey often clouded by uncertainty.
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7 g H AT H L This vocation first took root within my family and faith in East-Timor. After
PRt I%ﬁ % ﬁ L Ellio by ° high school in 2014, | entered a time of discernment. However, my calling
I = PR was not welcomed by all. My loving and pragmatic father, held a different
- o O % m dream for me: a secular career, a family of my own, and a life near home. His
5T Ml 6 oo 6 &g A iti jection, but tective fear for a son choosing a path
H | Ohy,. B o S B opposition was not rejection, but a pro or a son choosing a p
A g) ?Eﬁl (73 =y 5‘2 JZ 675 & T 7 ?ZZ jﬁc i;E{g he saw as difficult and lonely. This quiet strain became my vocation’s first
N P ;% * Z 5 % . Ij%; challenge, revealing how human love and divine purpose can pull the heart
2V AERITAEEY S in opposing directions.
A=zpgadomHa 3ol U
27578 H 0 10 B 0 /K > v Yet, the call remained. In 2016, | entered the Order of Preachers, the
H + % ~ 9 KfFp 9 I K 0 Dominicans, attracted by their dedication to truth through study, prayer,
~ D U o2 § 2 HE = and community. Leaving my family home, | found a new spiritual family.
@ gjf 7 ﬁ/ 7 7 éﬂ ﬂ:E This soon required a greater physical departure: in 2017, | traveled to Hong
19 £ A8 2 5 ) ? = Kong for formal formation. The farewell Mass in Dili was bittersweet. Amid
=3 & fi 3 3 2 support from my brothers and sisters in Christ, my family’s absence was a
profound void a tangible sacrifice laid before God. In that solitude, I learned
x = =1 0 HT ¥ that a religious calling can grow in the ground of holy absence.
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