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My name is Piacere Mario. | was born in northern
Italy near Venice (Vicenza Province) in 1944 and
baptized on the 8th October. | joined the Society of Saint Francis Xavier
for Foreign Missions (Xaverian Missionary Fathers) and made my First
Religious Profession in 1962. | was ordained as priest in 1971 in Scotland
(near Glasgow). Why Scotland? Because at 20 years of age my Superiors
sent me there with a few other Professed students since the Congregation
was opening there a Theology House. So after one year of language in
Glasgow, | studied theology in the Archdiocesan Seminary for 5 years, and
after Ordination | worked in our Junior College there for another 6 years.
It was my first impact with a foreign culture and it has been challenging.
From espresso coffee to tea, from wine to beer and whisky (by the way, |
really am enjoying the re-run of Massan on NHK), from spaghetti and pizza
to minced mutton meat and tatties, and fish and chips. As a young priest,
often | celebrated Mass in a prison for youngsters. | enjoyed working with
lay people, from whom | had great support for our missionary activities. It
was a time when | learnt how Catholics had to strive to live faithfully in
a mainly Protestant environment, and | took part in various events of the
newly starting ecumenical movement.
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| arrived in Japan in 1979, so | have been living and working here for
about 47 years. Why Japan? When | was in the 2nd year of Middle school
| witnessed a deeply moving scene : the meeting and farewell between
my father and his two younger brothers, both of them Xaverian Missionary
Fathers. One was just back from China where he had been for 15 years,
the other one was leaving for Japan. It was then that | felt | wanted to
become a missionary. My uncle wrote to me beautiful things about this
Country (tea ceremony, the gardens, the cherry blossoms, calligraphy,
kimono, haiku) and so raised my interest for Japan. When asked by my
Superiors about my preferences for a Mission land, the obvious answer
was JAPAN. Most of my missionary activity (about 35 years) has been in
Miyazaki province, Oita diocese. Working as
parish priest and for director of kindergarten,
| did my best to talk of Jesus and lead
people to Jesus. In the kindergarten | held
regular study session on religious subjects
for the mothers. In the church | encouraged
the communities to organize events to
which non-Christians could take part (e.g.
concerts, talks, Mass under the daikon radish g=
scaffolding). In my sixties | joined the local m
ground-golf club and the go club. )
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